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Yes, three little 
wooden tads in pas- 
tel smocks and trous- 
ies march so merrily 
’round the plum tree 
that you’ll be humm- 


ing the jolly tune 
with them. The 
children, about inch 


and three quarters in 
height each carry a 
cupped wooden lily. 
Toad stool and more 
posies rim the hase 
of the prim wooden 
tree; height over all 
of music box is seven 
inches; many colors 
combine in this gift 
(?) from Italy. And 
do you know Any 
Body who is too old 
or unimaginative not to love a 
music box! Hope we bought enough. 
The number is 771 and price, $12.50. 

Imported from the same delight- 
ful craft workers are the egg cups 
—doll heads we say and irresist- 
ible! Charmingly designed and most 
artistically finished, these heads are 
cut out to accommodate one’s break- 
fast egg. HE has a button nose and 
applied white whiskers (all wood), 
smokes a pipe and favors sailor 
looking stripes across the vest of 
his rotund base. SHE is more ser- 
ene with spinster-like curls and a 
trim wee waist. Chintz print frock 
ymight say—and—both come indi- 
vidually boxed with a finely knitted 


ow AE 


N H 
er WAL 


COLLECTORS 
Nov. - Dec., 1957 


wool yarn cap to keep that egg 
toasty or just for swank. ’Could 
ibe a hot egg might never be laid 
into one of these gifties, but oh, 
how ornamental on Welsh dresser, 
special shelf or window ledge. E- 
namels are: delightful in color. 
Height, minus cap, 3 inches. He is 
No. 770, or 770A for her—price, 
$1.25 each. 


Dainty and dignified is the Ma- 
donna box. This Mother and Child 
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is really a rosary container with 
silver and translucent white bead 


rosary inside. Imported from Bol-. 


giano, each comes in her own pretty 
print cardboard box, 2% inches tall. 


Sky blue, dotted with golden stars 


and halo circlets of gold, white, with 
the face and hair painting, com- 
plete the: sweet harmony of her 
coloring. ’Sound like a gift? No. 
772—$1.50. : 


oo 


PLUS TINSEL? 


Hallie Erb from southern Cali- 
fornia told us a bit about her 
Christmas tree, “made of a Manza- 
nita bush from the mountains.” 
That feature which you might not 
be able to copy; reminded me of 
my sister’s cleaning girl, up from 
the deep south, who seriously in- 
quired, “With’n no moss, how’you 
all decorate the Christmas?” 


Hallie would have had an answer 
for that one: “I make or dress the 
cutest little fairies, angels, ballet 
dollies, using all different tints of 
nylon tulle. Narrow strips gathered 
through the middle and pulled very 
tight around a tiny waist make 
‘outstanding’ ballet skirts, and wi- 
der, less (full strips, angelic robes.” 


“T had sixty-five of these really 
different tree ornaments and my 
tree created so much comment 
among friends that our Minister 
asked for it to be taken to church, 
just ‘before ‘Christmas for ‘Family 
Night’. -Colored slides were made 


of the tree which added to my 


pleasure. This year I will hiave 
180 dolls for my tree and it is to 
be a SMOKE TREE from the 
desert, instead of the Manzanita 
of last year.” | 


- NATIONAL 
CONVENTION NOTES 
by 
R. S. M. 


As a fond friend to so many doll 
collectors, I would enjoy taking 
over a whole edition of Doll Talk’s 
limited space to tell at length how 
thrilling were the short “in person” 
minutes together, how magnificent- 
ly the San Francisco and Bay Area 
Ladies handled a huge undertak- 
ing, how gracious and considerate 
and appreciative the general at- 
mosphere of hostess, club and the 
visiting guests. : 


As Editor, and doler-outer of page 
space, I’ll have to employ the im- 
pressionist technique, and, no “name 
dropping” which could go on and 
on. There is comfort, and wisdom, 
too, I am sure, in advice I long ago 
overheard my husband giving to 
our two daughters who were high 
with enthusiasm about organizing 
some high school club; whom to 
invite—whom to honor? “But con- 
sider,” said father, “One cannot be 
INeclusive without ‘becoming EX- 
clusive, and that could hurt some- 
one.” . We couldn’t name all whom 
we happily contacted. . 


Mr. McKim, at the Sheraton, with 
his table of doll books, Kimport 
stands and Doll Talk subscriptions, 
I wp at the Emporium with both 
a window doll exhibit. and sales 
showing on fourth floor. Qne com- 
ment that both puzzled and pleased 
was, “You look like what you write 
sounds!” Engaging .in:a ‘corres- 
pondence business for twenty years, 
a name with its town really rings a 
bell. So I found myself peering 
through bifocals at those well let- 
tered badges to such an extent that 


several oft encountered friends 
laughingly gave me a “Hey, look 
up—I’m here!” 

Oh, there were many young and 
many ‘beautiful convention guests, 
but enough bifocals, too, that you’ll 
enjoy the taxi driver’s comment— 
“What goes about this doll stuff? 
Where are the kids?—Looks to me 
like you’d have to be 39 to join!” 


ANOTHER PROJECT 

Harriet Bingaman is one of those 
favorites who has a long Kimport 
acquaintanceship — back to - 1938! 
Most of her dolls have accumulated 
via foreign travel vacations, but 
fifty or so authentic fill-ins have 
been added through Kimport. 

Recently, Miss Bingaman shared 
a current bulletin from their Ches- 
ter (County Historical Society, one 
that included ‘the following para- 
graphs on paper dolls, with, per- 
haps a suggestion on how to 
accumulate treasures for. some 
community project. 

“Perhaps the newest department 


: in the Museum of the Society is 


that devoted to a collection of paper 
dolls. They vary in date from home- 
made ones of the 1840’s to the 
printed ones issued by Raphael 
Tuck and Sons of the 1890’s, and 
on to those of our own day such as 
appear in ‘Jack and Jill’ and other 
monthly magiazines. Closely related 
to the dolls are the paper toys— 
houses to put together, farm yarn 
scenes to set up and a multitude of 
other playthings from the German, 
English, French and American toy 
manufacturers. One of the most 
familiar series of dolls is that is- 
sued in the Ladies’ Home Journal 
_from 1908 onwards for many years, 
the Lettie Lane and Betty Bonnet 
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The doll world has again suffered 
a grievous loss in the death of 
Ruth Campbell Williams. No list 
of her artistic and literary achieve- 
ments is needed, because she was 
widely known and deeply beloved 
by doll collectors the nation over. 
To her family, words ‘are futile to 
assuage their grief, but they can 
take comfort in their own pre- 
cious memories and be helped a 


little, knoving others loved her, 
too. 
PASS 2 ae ee oan 


dolls. The Delineator, McCall’s and 
other magazines have also carried 
(paper dolls and it is hoped that 
complete sets of all can be obtained, 
either already cut, or better still, 
the original pages. 


Even more interesting than com- 
mercially printed ones are those 
made at home from odd bits of 
paper and dressed in costumes of 
the period. Those already in the 
Society’s ‘collection have been 
mounted in books with a protective 
cover for each page. The variety 
of miaterials used to make the cos- 
tumes include real cloth, crepe 
paper, “candy box lace” and, above 
all, just paper which has been 
colored by crayon or water color. 


To make this group of paper 
dolls and toys really outstanding, 
it is hoped that’ members and 
friends of the C.C.H.S. mill search 
through drawers and chests for 
some of these playthings of the 
past century and more, not forget- 
ting that even an old page from a 
magazine of the past few years may 
fill a gap in the present collection.” 


A DOLL TALK ?*#eeeeeeceeecveceos 


Our newest dolls are from one of 
those newest free nations, Malaya. 
They are an appealing, 9% inch 
pair, better dressed than the coun- 
try folks living in bamboo huts; 
our lady and gentleman could be 
proud citizens of the little capital, 
Kuala Lumpur. 
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The Oriental .cast of their ap- 
pliqued features is unmistakable 
with luminous, almond shaped 


eyes, brilliant red lips and very 
black hair. Faces and bodies are 
tinted felt or flannel. She is a 
beauty with a flower in her hair 
and a silk bag in her hand—off to 
a party! Her lace blouse, filmy 
searf, full metallic skirt and gold 
sandals are richly made. He’s 
quite a dandy, too, with his smock 


buttoned high ‘at the throat and a 


broad draped sash around his 
waist. A black turban suggests 
the touch of Moslem in his blood. 
Who would have the heart to sepa- 
rate them! 


Malay Man, No. 561—$3.00 
Malay Woman, No. 561A—$8.50 | 


In 1931 when the McKim family 
was in London, they were im- 
pressed by their first view of a 
Soviet ship anchored in the 
Thames; the Russians, flying a 
red hammer-and-sickle flag, were 
there bartering butter for machin- 
ery. They also came to America, 
bringing among other things, cos- 
tume dolls in vast numbers to trade 
for motors and tools. Then, 
ka and Tanka” 
cozies, . 
were a dime a dozen! But when 
the curtain came down the Com- 
munists spurned such luxury trade. 


To our surprise, recently a ship- 
ment of genuine old-fashioned 
mother dolls or Matreshkas came 
our way. They are painted as 
bright as a Christmas tree, and 
that’s where many of them will hap- 
pily show up, among you doll lovers. 
Russian nested dolls are their old- 
est and most typical—really hollow 
wooden ‘boxes of graduated: sizes, 
each brightly painted to represent 
a Russian woman—or child. 


7144” Nested 5, No. 940B—$4.95 
5144” Nested 3, No. 940A—$2.50 


“Van 
, cute character i 
‘and wooden Matreshkas 
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Direct from the 
Fiji Islands comes 
a spic and span 
little policeman 
with brown skin, 
frizzy hair and 
rolly bolly eyes. 
-h. His uniform coat 


#4 red trimmed belt, 
Wy and skirt-like 
Wiig pants are white, 
but the chevrons 
on his arms give 
him official sta- 
\tus, and they’re 
printed “Fiji.” He 
stands on rigid 
booted composi- 
tion legs, but his 
eyes and arms 
move expressive- 

' ly. In all its 
years, Kimport never saw his like 
before. He’ll add a colorful, cheer- 
ful note to any collection. 


Dolls. from the Virgin Islands do 
not have to hurdle the customs 
barrier because they have been part 
of. the territory of the United 
States ever since their purchase 
from Denmark a generation ago. 
Ines and her mate, Joseph, are 
genuine natives of the Virgin Is- 
lands. The broad skirts of Ines 
show the influence of the old 
Dutch settlers, but the bright hues 
of turban, bandana, and apron are 
evidence of a native’s love for 
gaudy display. Joseph, too, has 
gay touches in printed shirt and 
cravat, and his hat, though not com- 
parable to the fine panamas, is 
quite unusual. 

No. 451, Joseph, 8”—$2.75 
No. 451A, Ines, 8”—$2.75 


If you have toured through Ari- 
zona or New Mexico you must have 
been impressed with the patient 
Navajo women who sit in little 
shelters along the road and silently 
offer their handicraft to the tour- 
ists. Rugs in traditional Indian 
patterns are the main item, but a 
closer view would also reveal trays 
of silver handcrafted jewelry. 


Back of the summer scene, scat- 
tered in the poor hogans of the 
reservation, if your car could navi- 
gate the rocky trails, you would 
see the making of these heavy 
wool rugs as they are woven on 
hand looms by the Indian mothers. 
A striking replica of this scene is 
available in a doll offering where 
a Navajo weaver, 6 inches high, 
dressed in velvet, silver belted 
blouse, sits on a fleece of actual 
wool before a wooden loom. A 
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woven strip of rug is already com- 
pleted in the frame. A _ further 
touch of realism is an Indian baby 
in papoose cradle, hitched to the 
loom while mother works. 

No. 712A, Navajo Rug Maker—$5.95 


‘ Some dolls ring bells, some dolls 
are bells, and a sweet tone this 
little handcrafted bell doll from 
Mexico has. It comes from the 
southern Mexican State of Oaxaca 
where the Indians are skilled in 
modeling black lava material into 
fine pottery. These little ‘bells, 4 
inches high, are not art quality of 
course, but have a sweet faced head 
and fashioned arms while the round 
flaring skirt makes the bell with 
clapper inside. 
ive enough that some folks hang 
them in a breezeway or even on 
fruit trees to enjoy their tinkly 
sound, but in the doll world they 
are one more type and material to 
swell the amazing variety that is 
possible in this hobby. 


No. 373X, Lava Bell—$1.00 


They are inexpens- . 


“Princess Fandago” is one bar- 
gain you’d love, that is if you’re 
not too serious minded as to your 
collection. Made in Spain with 
those round surprised looking eyes, 
nose and cheeks—yes, even her 
gypsy red lips are almost round! 
In vehement dancing position, red 
and yellow tasseled castanets held 
high, the train and three wide 
flounces of her costume literally 
seem to swish! Heavy black wig; 
fringe, lace and ribbon accent the 
traditional poka-dot gown; 11% 
inches, molded cloth face, body and 
limbs of felt. 


No. 1006C, very special—$5.50 


If we could beat 
out news on a 
drum and = you 
could interpret it 
like the citizens 
of Kenya, we'd 
have announced a 
shipment of ebony 
wood carved fig- 
ures several weeks 
ago. They’re 
worth talking a- 
bout, maybe be- 
hind your hand, 
because they are@ 
dressed as scanty 
as a Greek statue! 
Those little black 
women evidently 
think they have 
met all the con: 
ventions by silve) 
coiled ornament: 
in their ears anc 
a whole series o: ; 
silver coils dang: Yi 
ling from a wire belt. We haven’t 
read the latest Kenyan jungle ads, 
but evidently this is the style. Their 
label says: “This is a genuine work 
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of art, hand-carved in the finest 
hardwood by unschooled and prim- 
itive African tribesmen.” All of 
us like to believe things we read 
and you won't be disappointed 
either. 

No. 109A, Wood-carved figure—$5.95 


SURE, KEEP ON COLLECTING 

Miss Addie Gruelle, of Indiana, 
ordered our lovely little Irish girl 
and sort of apologized about it— 
“One would think at 72 I would be 
satisfied to call my doll collection 
closed and leave the rest of the 
dolls for a younger generation and 
I keep thinking I have done just 
that, but there are so many more 
I would like to own. Failing health 
has confined me tto the house and 
my dolls have been a great com- 
fort to me. I never tire of looking 
at them and keeping: them in first 
rate condition.” 

You would find a unanimous vote 
of other collectors urging you to 
continue a hobby that means so 
much to you, Miss Gruelle, and we 
will be looking~ for many ‘more 
letters in the years ahead.—A. M. 


FROM AWAY, ‘WAY BACK 


Ruth E. and R. C. Mathes are 
always generous in sharing so many 
nuggets of information, that some 
just have to be passed along from 
us few to ye many. Here are two 
consecutive paragraphs from q re- 
cent letter. 

“Returning home from the Au- 
gust Convention, we picked up a 
dummy-board figure, these antiques 
being figures of persons on flat 
boards, cut to the contour of. the 
figure and bevelled off on the back. 


They were set around large rooms 
and halls to make them appear 
more occupied. Ours is of a little 
girl, 3% feet high, in elaborate cos- 
tume with high hairdo or fontange. 
Dates ‘around 1700, not a doll, but a 
related figure. We are calling her 
“Queenie Ann.” 


The next doll might be remem- 
bered by any of you convention 
visitors who perused that superbly 
shown exhibit of rare dolls at the 
De Young Memorial Museum in 
Golden Gate Park. 


“By the way, the memorial doll 
which we got from you caught the 
eye of Alfred Frankenstein, who 
writes a column, The Lively Arts, 
for the San Francisco Chronicle. 
One paragraph said, “The color of 
special periods is reflected in other 
wavs as well. Seeing a doll dis- 
played in a glass case along with 
curls from the heads of dead chil- 
dren who played with it, you know 
without being told, that is Amer- 
ican, about 1830; it belongs with the 
verse of Edgar Allan Poe and the 
mortuary paintings of Eunice Pin- 
ney.” 

Mr. ‘and Mrs. Mathes think 1840 
might be a closer dating for the 
prim old dolly in her shadow box 
ease. “One is the style of her 
tarleton dress. The other is based 
on the old tale about Queen Vic- 
toria’s blue eyes and its influenice 
on the color of dolls’ eyes when she 
came to the throne, 1837. We do 
not recall having seen another one 
of these round faced, wax over 
papier-mache heads with blue 
eyes; all the others we have, have 
the simple eye with black or deep 
brown jwupil. Also, of course, she 
was definitely English .before he- 
coming a naturalized American.” 


, yes 


This issue of Doll Talk comes 
out at the time of year when we 
are persuading you to be gener- 
ous—to make that gift a Doll! But 
let’s be sneaky, too, or maybe just 
devious by reasoning “I’m some- 
body who would appreciate receiv- 
ing a doll—so—why not select the 
perfect gift that I can give to 
Me!” 


This time we'll list a lot from 
miniatures to sizable antiques; 
chinas, bisques, parian, wood, wax 
and papier-mache—all varieties, in 
fond hopes that at least as many of 
you as there are offerings will be 
ordering via Kimport. 

The first two are small and pre- 
cious enough to encase in a brooch 
or locket. Definitely 18th Century, 
but minus 2% limbs, is a still ex- 
quisite wooden jointed lady with 
that long, small waisted torso 
adapted to costumes of the late 
seventeen hundreds. Deep shoul- 
dered head is less than the third of 
an inch, finished like ivory with 
features perfect and rose pink 
cheeks. The head proper is 1/16 
inch. Only one arm with its jointed 
ivory tint forearm is intact; other 
wood is brown with age. As is,, 
No. A293, $12.50. We would cos- 
tume her in very old, proper ma- 
terials for $2.50, if one preferred 
her that way. 

For a wider framing, little Bride 
and Groom are complete and per- 
fect. Peg jointed at elbows ‘and 
knees as well as hips and shoulders; 
height a generous inch and one 
fourth; circa 1840. _His elegant 
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black suit is shabby with age and % 


her blue slip doubtless had the 
yellawed old lace gown and veil 
added. Her face is very sweet, his 
head quite masculine. The pair, 
No. A298, $25.00 

An antique miniature, but in 
odd material class, too, is 3%” 
Dame School Teacher, whose be- 
spectacled head is a snapdragon 
ipod. Yes, little cut-out glasses 
cover the otherwise cavernous 
eyes, but the sharp little nose and 
raucously wide open mouth would 
still strike terror to wee unwarries 
had she not book and pointer in 
hands! Original old black dress 
with white cord-trimmed bonnet, 
shaiwl, apron is cute as can be. No. 
A34, $5.00. 

Three next ones are small, but 
not miniatures—wood, bisque head- 
ed and paper. Yes, smiling “Sou- 
venir from Brighton, 1880” came to 
us from England as “paper” but 
she is a 5 inch dolly in the round 
with a composition mask face. 
Paper though are her proper yellow 
sun hat, pretty print shawl covering 
an amiple bosom, red and white 
stripe dress for the shore and 
a blue stripe apron, as well as shoes 
and stockings. Different, and jolly 
—No. A337, $5.00. 

Six inches tall, a sweet faced 
child of about 1870 whose swivel 
bisque head fits over a wooden 
peg neck into her wooden body. 
Jointed on arms and fat calf legs 
with flat soled black shoes are salso 
wood. Old plum red wool dress, 
origina] blond wig with two braids 
tied with narrowest, picot edged 
ribbon. No. A882, $13.50. 

Precious Georgian twooden, only 
4% inches tall, in excellent condi- 
tion—Oh, a suggestion of age lines 
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one not only has a bright ochre 
tuck comb atop her smooth black 
painted hair, but little wooden 
ears! Tiny peg joints, eight of 
them, original clothes, a treasure, 
No. A423, $45.00. 

Up in size, 6 to 10 inches, and 
not too unusual or expensive, Ef- 
fanbee’s marked “Wee Patsy” in 
original yellow organdie outfit, 5% 
inches, No. A518, $6.50. 

Nine inch Effianbee trademarked 
‘“Patsyette”’, perfect as new; swivel 
head as well as the hip and shoul- 
der joints. Hand-crochet outfit in 
rose pink. No. A595, $8.25. 

Six and a half inch Heubach 
baby boy with modeled hair, 
painted eyes and rather prominent 
ears. Bisque head; jointed com- 
(position body with bent “baby” 
legs, todgy old dress and bonnet 
were prettily lace trimmed, but do 
look their 35 years of age. No. 
A881, $14.00. 

Hight inch, ball headed doll with 

lady style wig, pretty face with 
BD»: dark eyes painted on the matt 

finished china or white bisque 
head; original old body with limbs 
of the same finish china. All 
clothes seem original and are be- 
comingly rich satin and velvet; cir- 
ca No. Al02, $9.00. 

Also bisque with composition 
body is 8% inch “store dressed” 
girl with brown hair and sleeping 
eyes. Would be fitting for a big- 
ger bisque child’s doll. Faded dress 
of pink cotton cheviot is made with 
huge ruffled berth'a; lace trim is 
similar to that on her undies. 
Bright tan (painted) slippers with 
heels and two straps over black 
ribbed texture socks. No. A542, 
$7.50. 
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ite playwith sizes—two chinas, two 
bisques, one wood and an all metal, 
ranging from 11 to 17 inch sizes. 
Choicest is the 11 inch Biedermeier 
or ball head china, her blond 
wigged, blue eyed head of finest 
luster glaze. Body by H. D. D. H., 
replacement underwear and hand- 
some blue velvet cape and bonnet 
amply trimmed with white, real 
ermine. Old skirt is double 
flounced, longer in back, with a 
little bodice of similar stuff but 
sheerest old wool, warm grayish 
tones. She is an excellent and also 
a lovely collector item, No. A613, 
$85.00. 


The other china is a 12 inch 
“Nelly Bly” style brunette, pioneer 
dressed in gray chintz print calico 
with slat sunbonnet that is held 
together across the back with four 
little pearl buttons, a tricky pat- 
tern that irons out flat. Perfect 
condition, No. A491, $12.50. 

Bisques vary widely in price, too, 
and the 17 inch blond of better 
type would class as “French 
bisque” ‘by many, although the 
shamrock imprint on her swivel 
head is a German marking. Pierced 
ears, closed mouth, cork topped 
head and outstanding blue glass 
eyes—all perfect. Body, we are 
certain is original, is most ordinary 
wood and composition, but jointed 
at elbows and knees. She is ap- 
pealing,. unusual, and well dressed 
in al] hand-sewn dimity; becoming 
cotton bonnet with pinked pink 
ruffles, too. No. A283, special at 
$58.00. 


“White Sister’, 15 inches tall, has 
‘a pert, smiling expression on her 
bisque head, and truly beautiful 
blown eyes. Body is two cylinders 
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that telescope—perhaps a candy box 
with labels “Maison Rondot, Di- 
jan” and “Oh Philbee, S.U.C/JC.R.” 
Cream flannel with white cambric 
make the habit with deep peaked 
headdress. No. A540, $15.00. 

Sixteen and a half inch Schoen- 
hut girl, with rare carved hair, bob- 
bed, with a blue ribbon band. Love- 
ty carved eyes are un-retouched, 
but nose may have been refinished; 
fingers could take re-piainted tips, 
but we didn’t. Dated 1911, excel- 
lent doll, No. A579, $32.00. 

The all metal (brass, it seems) 
baby with “curly” legs is still 12 
inches long; sleeping eyes, modeled 
short hair, all in good condition. 
He is quite a dear little fellow in 
an embroidery trimmed = frock 
which could pre-date the doll. No 
markings; we do not know his 
date. No. A580, $16.50. 


For more fortunate, or maybe 
just more venturesome to budget, 
here we go up into fine chinas, a 
precious wax, or so. 

There is a pair of 20 inch china 
antiques who though they did not 
arrive at Kimiport in this happy 
combination, are most satisfyingly 
complimentary together. She was 
an Indiana beauty whose deep 
shouldered 5% inch head is both 
sharply modeled and beautifully 
painted. Nice “comb markings” 
from her white line center part, 
crisp, knobby curls that cascade 
dawn either side of her high white 
foredhead—even modeled _ eyelids. 
China arms (finger mend on one 
hand) and legs are original old 
ones. The wide taffeta skirt and 
snug velvet jacket were properly de- 
signed land dressmaker tailored 
from purple tone materials with 
even a wee plumed toque of the 


deep, grape velvet. She dates to 
the 1870’s, No. A492, $60.00. 


—And, since iwe did have a same 
size mannish china head of the 
same period and coloring, a distin- 
guished gentlemian now stands by 
her side. That coloring, by the 
way, is toward coral pink, with 
artistically blended cheeks, center 
line through lips as well as over 
the eyes, deep sapphire blue eyes 
they are with white dot highlights; 
his jet black hair also has a white 
center part line. Now, handsome- 
ly complete he is definitely a 
matching doll; went to Kimport’s 
San Francisco exhibit that way, 
in Barbary Coast period brocade 
coat of coppery tones over heaviest 
satin purple trousers cut to fit gai- 
ther style over old leather shoes, 
He is a worthy, genteel escort, but 
priced less on account of not hav- 
ing “all original limbs” and also 
in hopes these two may travel to- 
gether. No. A115, $40.00. 


Another twosome, exhibited at 
San Francisco is a Civil War era 
parian mother and daughter pair, 
11 and 5% inches respectively; both 
have pale blond coloring with 
bright blue eyes; identical high 
brows with brushed back hair mod- 
eling and soft curls. ‘No cracks 
or chips on either deep shouldered 
old head; little daughter’s com- 
plexion is faultless, while “Pretty 
Mamma” does have a suggestion 
of tiny dust particles. Her four 
limbs and the luster booted legs of 
the small one are those good 
HD.D.H. reproductions; daughter’s 
slender parian arms are original. 
Lovely old dresses with yellow gold 
accents in the ribbons and _ silk. 
Mother, No. A27, $28.00, Daughter, 
No. A138, $28.00. : 
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The first big, beautiful, poured 
or solid wax doll that Kimport’s 
London buyer has sent over in sev- 
eral months is a 25 inch child 
whom she called “Bebe Montanari.” 
The Bebe is in pristine condition 
with inset blond hair, gorgeous 
brown eyes, and seemingly no 
mends in her very thick basic wax 
head, arms and legs. Head is side 
turned and truly her whole expres- 
sion is charming! All original and 
quite Parisian is her entire cos- 
tume, becomingly frilled silk bon- 
net, sky blue satin frock with boat 
neck, puff sleeves set in with 
French binding, flounced skirt. A 
pinafore is white organdie with val, 
matching the lace on fine cambric 
petticoat and panties. Old shell 
pattern lace socks and bronze kid 
slippers with blue pom-poms. Circa 


1875-80, No. A532, $155.00. 


At ‘Christmas time, at least one 
worthy old Creche doll should be 
included, so here’s about a 21 inch 
Madonna, seemingly of Spanish 
origin, around 1800. These old, re- 
ligious dolls of terra-cotta and wood 
are difficult to date accurately as 
their basic style changed little over 
a long period of years, but re-cos- 
tuming to freshen up the church dolls 
seems an oft recurring project. Our 
Lady is sweet faced, terre-cotta 
with strangely inset porcelain eyes, 
forearms and lower legs of the 
same, but upper limbs and torso 
are wooden. There has been some 
mending on the head. Long dress. 
or robe, is old shell pink silk laid 
into pleats, with gold lace and 
braid around her slender face. No. 
A885, specially priced at $65.00. 

P. S. Many of you are buying 
those china head, sawdust bodied 
dolls from Germany just for the 


authentic old bodies with their china 

limbs. Others like their plain, black 

haired, shoulder heads, the low- 

brow kind which used to be so 

cheap! 
No. 614V, 10”—$4.50 

No. 614X, 11144”—$5.00 . 

614Z, 12%” with blue bow garters, 

—$7.50. 

We've dressed a few. You know 

folks do send in old materials and 


doll clothes to us tbetimes. Our 
charge on costuming these old 
chinas only is $4.50. 
A WARM MEMORY 
Chrysanthemums may ibe frost 


bitten by now, up in Illinois where 
Emily Jordan Anderson lives, but 
when she sent Kimport the names 
of two prospective collectors she 
did write the following :— 

“This last summer I had two 
young visitors from the west coast 
who wanted to see some of my 
dolls. Even though it was roasting 
hot I went to the attic and brought 
ddwn over 100. The girls were so 
enthused with them they wondered 
how they might get Doll Talk, so 
would you send sample copies to 
them? One has a little collection 
started by her grandmother who 
lived abroad, and the other may 
claim the old papier-mache that 
belonged to some of her ancestors.” 


A BISQUE NOTATION 

G. Heubach made bisque parts of 
dolls. I do not think he put them 
on ibodies himself; very few makers 
of ceramic parts did with the ex- 
ception of Kestner in Germany and 
Jumeau in France. Other doll 
heads appear to have been put on 
various bodies.—Jennie L. Abbot 
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OL’ LONDON TOWN: 
Miss Hellen Morrison writes a 
picturesque paragraph, in regard 
to Liberty’s discontinuance of ex- 

porting their dolls. ) 


“Somehow we think of. anything 
connected with London just going 
on and on indefinitely. In the un- 
dercroft of All Hallows Church- 
by-the-Tower is an old Roman 
building, about 55 A.D., which was 
uncovered when the church was 
bomibed. This impressed me im- 
mensely, thinking ’way back when 
Christ’s disciples still walked this 
earth.- This house was supposed to 
have been a hair dressing shop as 
excavators found combs and hair- 
pins of that day still on the floor. 
Of course I know London isn’t all 
as old as that, but somehow, this 
does symbolize ‘a continuity such as 
we don’t have in this country where 
something two hundred years old 
is really antique!” 


PARDON GRANTED, M. A.! 

Miss Helen Ward, who has been 
a delightful customer-friend of 
Kimports, writes: “I’m sorry to be 
late this month, but I have just 
completed my Master’s Thesis and 
finished summer school today. 
Now, I can catch up on my corre- 
spondence. 


My christening dress will not 
have to be altered much and is 
going to look very well on the wax 
baby you sent. I have another wax 
doll, creche type, which resembles 
this baby very much; even the 
hands on both are spread in the 
same manner, so I’m wondering if 
this new baby was originally a 
church figure.” ; 


TEACHER GETS TAUGHT 
- One of the delights of taking a 
Kimport Doll Show on the road is 
the meeting of genuine people— 
You have a fascinating story to 
tell about your dolls, imported as 
they are from all parts of the 
world, but your interested listener 
sometimes drops a hint that leads 
to a personal narrative even more 
important than the best of hobbies. 


During a lull at the San Fran- 
cisco exhibit, Lettie McKinney, a 
kindly person with observing eyes 
and an inquiring spirit, was looking 
over the dolls and was especially 
intrigued with the undressed china 
dolls we were so lucky to have 
from pre-war Germany. She im- 
mediately thought of them as gifts 
which she would make the more 
valuable by carefully costuming in 
Civil War styles. While waiting 
for them to be wrapped she said: 
“I’m always looking ffor things to 
help my children. I’m a teacher in 
a school for the blind and deaf, 
and hobbies are so appreciated by 
my little folks.” It further devel- 
oped that Lettie McKinney was one 
of many members of her family 
who were devoting their lives to 
this specialized teaching. More- 
over she said the majority of the 
people devoted to this work inthe 
whole country come from a special 
hill section of Kentucky, south of 
Louisville. What a proud product 
that would be from any region or 
state! We’ve long known the blue 
bloods of derby day, but the acco- 
lades of little children helped, are 


an honor that will endure. 
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DOLL TALK 
Editor, Ruby Short McKim 


A magazine in miniature, 


published for doll enthusi- 
asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 
Subscription 
two years. 
Address: 
KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 


is $1.00 for 


2m 


WHAT READERS YOU ARE! 
‘During the national convention 
of the United Federation of Doll 
Clubs, Inc., in San Francisco, Kim- 
port set up an exhibit of the many 
doll books we sell. It’s always an 
active part of our business, but we 
were gratified at the orders we 
took there and pleased to know 
how seriously most collectors take 
their hobby. ‘The problem with 
many was to find a book they did 
not already have. 


Well here’s that new one on our 
list as colorful as qa Christmas tree; 
a nice gift suggestion for yourself 
or some collector friend. It’s a 
“Book of Dolls” by Gwen White, 
108 pages, 7 x 10”, sturdy stiff 
cover. (Printed in Great Britain 
but published by MacMillan in New 
York. . 


There’s no one who can better 
describe a new volume than the 
book jacket writers, so we'll just 
imprint our OK on ohat they say. 

“A comprehensive survey of the 
history and design of dolls down 
through the centuries, from about 
2000 B.'(C. to the present day. Not 
only the playthings of children, and 


a number of the specialized fashion 
dolls, but also, the more elaborate 
historical dolls are described and 
illustrated. 

“Descriptive notes provide the 
contemporary background and in 
paticular describe the children who 
at different periods of history 
played with the dolls illustrated. 
The dresses and the hair styles and 
other details of the dolls are noted, 
and the materials of which they are 
made. Thus the book is not only 
a study of dolls, but of costume, 
textiles and needlework, of styles 
of fashion, and even of social life— 
for some of the examples illus- 
trated belonged to royalty and 
ladies in high society, while others 
were the treasures of simple pea- 
sant folk who made them. 


“Miss White is a leading author- 
ity on her subject and this book is 
the result of her researches over 
many years in museums and li- 
braries where she has studied ex- 
amples of dolls from all countries 
and all ages. An accomplished 
artist, her six full-color plates and 
forty-five two-color drawings are 
as attractive as they are authentic.” 

“A BOOK OF DOLLS, 
Postpaid—$2.75 


A TEENY, TINY SUGGESTION 

Mrs. Louis F.. Camp, (N. Y.) tells 
about qa dinky project that minia- 
ture doll collectors will appreciate. 
She made a wig from a dab of mo- 
hair we’d sent her. .But instead of 
a straight glue job on little baldy 
—“T used the very finest crochet 
hook, twisting small bits of the 
mohair to contrive a wee cap that 
looks like a marcelled wig. Really, 
it turned out very well!” 
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NATURAL SELECTION 

‘No, that title does not here mean 
any of nature’s inimitable laws—or 
does it? It must have to do with 
dells to make these selective col- 
umns ‘and specifically it has to do 
with scanning hundreds of shelves 
and cases in dozens of Trading 
Posts, Craft Shops, and Folk Art 
Bazaars, aS well as some ordinary 
antique and tourist places. Our 
Swing, to and from the August con- 
vention jin San Francisco was 
through the picturesque west and 
southwest, a dip into Mexico, where 
all along we contacted our few 
good doll sources and hunted for 
new ties or odd finds. ’Got some 
rewards that will find their place 
in “Lite Arrivals.” 


But back to selections, and to 
warnings—warnings. There are lit- 
erally tons of current Mexican, In- 
dian and cheap import items that 
will never have any claim to collec- 
tion iclass. They are factory produced 
for profitable sale, one huge and 
fast selling line being brown plas- 
‘tic dollies who bat their round eyes 
—“click-click-open-shut,” and _ by 
dress and hair style stand for dif- 
ferent tribes. I think the word 
“cute” is applicable and for a souv- 
enir gift, fine for any little girl to 
play with but not to ‘cherish as a 
coHeetion doll. | 

The ‘Mexican people are capable 
of making such distinctive and of- 
ten truly beautiful things; it is not 
fair to choose something commer- 
cial and ordinary instead of per- 
haps a woven reed figure or one of 
those lava bell dolls as described 
in Late Arrivals this time. 

But for the ultimate in impossi- 
ble suedos, one doll (shelves full of 
it!) that is responsible for this 


a 


whole story was moulded Kachin- 
as—made in Japan! Can you think 
of ‘anything more incongruous than 
to have those symbolic old Hopi 
gods and ritualistic dancers cast in 
Nippon? 
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NAME HEADS AGAIN 
- One Kimport customer writes for 
us to “want list” for her a china 
name-head, either “Mary” or “Mil- 
dred,” like she had owned as a 


‘child. Could she mean bisque, and 


if so, should these two be included 
in a file of bisque mame heads? 
Could she be mistaken in the mem- 
ory, or, should these names be in- 
cluded in a file of those made back 
in old German doll making days? 


Doll Talk has listed before the 
ones that have passed through 
Kimport, the twelve China name 
heads, all with embossed collar and 
name were:— 


Agnes Helen 
Edith Pauline 
Florence Dorothy 
Marion Ethel 
Bertha Miabel 
Esther | Ruth 


In the Sisques we have noted 
from time to time these back shoul- 
cer identification names.— 


Alice Mina 
Darling Rosebud. 
Mabel Viola 
Queen Baby Betty 
' Louise Lily 

Alma _ Pansy 
_ Florodora Ruth 


This list may not be complete; 
should you definitely now have any 
others, we’d be glad to tell about 


and add to this group. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
_CLIPPINGS 


“I prefer my antique dolls with 
as jittle as possible restoration, es- 
pecially as to the face. Seems to 
me that after forty years or so a 
man-or-doll is responsible for coun- 
tenance.” 


—Mrrs. Edna Horndahl, Conn. 


“I may go broke if I follow up 
this project of collecting foreign 
brides, but who could think of a 
pleasanter way to do it!” 

—Mrs. George Weber, Il. 


“Soon I shall send along a lay- 
away list of dolls for Christmas, 
but in the meantime, here is the 
payment for my October Dol] of 
the Month. Having those exciting 
boxes to look forward to is like 
Christmas every month—expecta- 
tion and surprise!” 

—Mrs. H. C. Morrow, Texas 


“The spindle back chair and 
rocker are such a wonderful value. 
They will be just the right size 
for my middle-sized doll house 


family.” —Prudy Cole, Miss. 


‘My little great-niece, age seven, 
will be thrilled with a German 
chinahead. Oh, she knows lots a- 
bout. old dolls, Great Aunt Emily 
Anderson’s hundreds, and my col- 
lection, too. She calls the chinas 
like this one I’m giving her ‘slick 
heads’.” —Mrs. Alex Crawford, IIl. 


“I took some snaphots of various 
dolls with a photo Christmas card 
in mind. I found the moderns are 
more photogenic than the old 
chinas, but to me, not half so dear!” 

—Martha Cramer, Ohio 


“Always when I finish reading 
Doll Talk, there is a feeling that 
I’ve had a real visit with you. I 
remember well, reading my first 
issue soon after moving into our 
new home with our first baby, who 
is now a graduate student at the 
University of Michigan.” 

—Barbara McLaughlin, Mich. 


“Dear Mrs. McKimp— 


Oops—have you ever been called 
Mrs. Kimport? When I was little, 
I thought the proprietress of the 
Model Grocery was Mrs. Model, 
and she wasn’t either!” 

—Mrs. Violet Lackey, Mo. 


“An unexpected check arrived 
this morning, in the same mail with 
my Doll Talk. Think I’ll use some 
of it for new dolls.” 

—Mrs. Nellie W. Dickinson, Wise. 


“T’d especially appreciate a page 
for my Snake ‘Charmer. He is so 
typical of the things we have heard 
‘about India that I think he is one 
of the most interesting characters 
in my doll family. 

Just read an article about a 
Court secretary who has 1000 dolls 
(twice aS many as I have) so now 
I don’t feel quite so extravagant. 
It’s nice to know there are so many 
other enthusiastic people who love 
these little people we keep on our 
shelves. That is one of the reasons 
I like your Doll Talk. Besides its 
technical information which I find 
to be good reference material, it 
proves to me that there are a lot 
of other people who collect these 
fascinating creations. It’s one good 
way of traveling around the world 
right in your own home!” 

—Carol M. Clark, N. Y. 
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Merry Chrisinas. 
Why not make this a doll Christmas? Little girls love them 
and big girls (meaning Mamas and Grandmamas) are just as 
thrilled to add a treasure to their collection! Begin planning 
and plotting now. With Kimport Dolls, check as many names 
off your list as would appreciate them. Then put a good wish 
on your own Santa. You’d be surprised how often it works. 
As a last resort, or to make dead certain, buy your own doll 


now; we'll deliver by reindeer or by mail! That's better than 
looking up any chimney! 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO 


KIMPORT DOLLS, fnosexoence. Mo. 


